The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
influx of Arabs of heterogeneous origin from the north.
Some of these may have been nomads, seeking security
of pasturage and opportunities of acquiring slaves ; others
were settlers—many of them " holy men " hoping for
grants of land and slaves in return for such services as
they could render in the way of teaching the true tenets
of Islam, performing " miracles," and providing noble
pedigrees for such as could afford the luxury. This latter
class—the " holy man "—were extremely successful; the
pastoral Arabs less so, for within a generation the Fung
rulers were strong enough to dispense with their aid and
extort heavy taxes from them.
The doors of the Sudan were now wide open. There is
no evidence of any further tribal movement to the Sudan
on the grand scale, but there has been infiltration by
small groups at successive periods, both by way of Egypt
and the Red Sea.
And here I might perhaps close my story. I feel, how*
ever, that it would be rather incomplete if I did not say
something in very brief and general terms as to what has
become of the Arabs whose entry into the Sudan I have
tried to describe.
They fall roughly into three groups, which are deter-
mined by the geographical conditions of the country and
the kind of animals owned. To the variations of the
country, inland from the river, I have already alluded :
roughly speaking, there is desert in the extreme north ;
then open steppes with sparse but healthy vegetation and
shallow wadis ; then, a spacious richer sandy country,
fairly well-wooded, with a moderate rainfall, capable of
producing good crops of millet and sesame ; then, on
either side of latitude 12°, a broad belt of thickly wooded
country, less sandy but well suited to cattle, and, finally,
beyond it, the vast sub-tropical negro country. Cutting
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